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CENTRAL	  QUESTION

Using	  the	  KPU	  Academic	  Plan	  2018	  as	  a	  point	  of	  
departure,	  how	  might	  music	  video	  production	  (MVP)	  
pedagogies	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  
collaborate,	  create	  &	  connect?



What	  is	  MVP?

writing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  performing	  	  	  	  recording	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  planning	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  directing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  filming	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  editing	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   sharing!

How	  many	  of	  the	  activities	  
above	  do	  you	  think	  require	  
students	  to	  collaborate,	  
create	  &/or	  connect?



What	  does	  MVP	  look	  like?

Step	  One:	  	  Students	  learns	  how	  to	  work	  together	  to	  record	  
their	  music	  using	  microphones	  and	  computers



What	  does	  MVP	  look	  like?

Step	  Two:	  	  Students	  plan	  collaborations	  together	  in	  
preparation	  for	  production	  (filming)



What	  does	  MVP	  look	  like?

Step	  Three:	  	  Students	  learns	  how	  to	  work	  together	  as	  a	  
production	  team	  to	  film	  performances	  using	  DSLR	  cameras



What	  does	  MVP	  look	  like?

Step	  Four:	  	  Students	  learns	  how	  to	  edit	  raw	  video	  footage	  into	  
music	  videos



What	  does	  MVP	  look	  like?

Step	  Five:	  	  Students	  learns	  how	  to	  
connect	  with	  peers	  and	  online	  
audiences	  by	  sharing	  their	  work	  on	  
website	  portfolios,	  social	  media	  or	  
video-‐sharing	  websites



How	  did	  this	  curriculum	  evolve?

Cobb	  House	  Studio The	  Sarah	  McLachlan	  School	  of	  Music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43GW
Jx72u2k

Play	  “Vogue”	  tribute	  video



PhD	  Research:	  	  MVP	  &	  Youth



PhD	  Research:	  	  MVP	  &	  Semiotics



PhD	  Research:	  	  MVP	  &	  TME



• Aim to develop new and culturally relevant forms of musical proficiency
• To promote learner-centred, interest-driven curricula
• Explore what is means to be musically literate in the age of digital technology, social 

media, and web 2.0 platforms
• Incorporate new digital media components that align with KPU music courses and 

programs
• To develop inspirational, practical, and relevant application of student's technical 

skills
• Help KPU music students to develop a more autonomous, entrepreneurial musical self
• Enhance existing music curriculum by introducing new, innovative music 

pedagogies that create expansive learning opportunities for KPU music learners
• To nurture authentic relationships through collaborations and/or interdisciplinary 

endeavors
• To broaden the scope and employment opportunities for KPU music graduates
• To instill new understandings of what it means to be a musician/artist in the 21st 

Century

MVP	  Through	  the	  Lens	  of	  the	  KPU	  Academic	  
Plan	  2018



How	  did	  I	  bring	  MVP	  to	  KPU?



What	  have	  we	  made?

Since	  2017,	  I/we	  have	  collaboratively	  produced	  35	  videos	  that	  have	  had	  
approximately	  23,000	  views.	  	  I	  am	  in	  the	  process	  of	  editing	  another	  10	  videos	  
from	  KPU	  concerts	  and	  uploading	  another	  9	  videos	  from	  the	  Spring	  2018	  
MUSI	  4602	  class.	  	  



MUSI	  4602:	  	  Music	  Video	  Production
Spring	  2018



Who	  were	  the	  students	  of	  MUSI	  4602?

Brian	  – Indigenous
mature	  student

3rd yr I.T.

Sarah	  
3rd yr Flute	  Major

Joel	  
4th yr Perc	  Major

Alex	  
2nd yr Piano	  Major

Rory	  – Indigenous	  Canadian
Indigenous	  Maori
Autism	  Spectrum
3rd yr Voice	  Major

Rhejis –
4th	  yr Business

David	  – Autism	  Spectrum
4th	  yr Viola	  Major

Abner	  – Latin-‐Canadian
4th yr Perc	  Major Leo	  – Intl	  Student

2nd yr General	  Studies

Cynthia	  – mature	  student
3rd year	  General	  Studies

Multiple	  Sclerosis

Thomas	  -‐ Filipino-‐Canadian	  
1st yr General	  Studies



MVP	  Output	  from	  MUSI	  4602

Quiet	  Town	  – Alex	  original
Quiet	  Nights	  -‐ Abner

Don’t	  Dwown Fly	  – David	  original

Blow	  Away	  – Joel	  original

Catching	  Shadows,	  Ivan	  
Trevino	  – Leo	  &	  
MUSI	  4602	  class

Thou	  Shalt	  Bring	  Them	  In,	  G.F.	  Handel	  -‐ Rory

Rainbow	  Beach	  -‐ Sarah	  
original

Uncontrollable,	  KSI	  – Thomas
original	  choreography Use	  You,	  Scribbly	  Doodle	  -‐ Rhejis

River,	  Joni	  Mitchell	  -‐
Cynthia



Montage	  of	  MUSI	  4602	  Music	  Videos



COLLABORATE
Student	  Perspective

MVP	  provides	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  work	  together	  in	  a	  meaningful,	  
engaging,	  and	  creative	  way.	  	  



CREATE
Student	  Perspective

MVP	  provides	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  create	  content,	  to	  experiment,	  to	  be	  
independent,	  to	  reinvent	  music,	  to	  stay	  current	  with	  industry	  standard	  technology,	  
showcase	  your	  style	  and	  talent.



CONNECT
Student	  Perspective

MVP	  provides	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  connect	  with	  one	  another.
Music	  videos	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  music	  artists	  to	  connect	  with	  audiences	  
and	  potential	  employers.



Conclusion

•MVP	  may	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  KPU	  Music	  students	  to	  develop	  new	  and culturally	  
relevant forms	  of	  musical	  proficiency
•MVP	  can	  be	  a learner-‐centred,	  interest-‐driven curricula
•Explores	  what	  is	  means	  to	  be	  musically	  literate	  in	  the	  age	  of digital	  technology,	  social	  
media,	  and	  web	  2.0	  platforms
•Allows	  faculty	  to	  incorporate	  new digital	  media components	  that	  align	  with	  other	  KPU	  
music	  courses	  and	  programs
•Allows	  for	  inspirational, practical,	  and	  relevant	  application of	  student's	  technical	  skills
•May	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  KPU	  music	  students	  to	  develop	  a	  more autonomous,	  
entrepreneurialmusical	  self
•Often	  nurtures	  authentic	  relationships	  through collaborations and/or	  interdisciplinary	  
endeavors
•Creates	  possibilities	  for	  healthy	  and	  prolific	  intercultural	  learning	  environments
•May	  Broaden	  the	  scope	  and employment	  opportunities for	  KPU	  music	  graduates
•Helps	  to	  instill	  new	  understandings	  of	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  amusician/artist	  in	  the	  21st	  
Century



Thank	  you!
Please	  feel	  free	  to	  connect	  with	  me	  at	  KPU:

gordon.cobb@kpu.ca

Online	  at:	  	  

www.GordonCobbPhD.com


